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 From the District Chair: The Revd Dr David Hinchliffe 
 The District Office 
 Unit 4b Basepoint Business & Innovation Centre 
 Metcalf Way, Crawley, West Sussex RH11 7XX 

 Tel: 01293 813970 
  e-mail: david.hinchliffe@methodistsoutheast.org.uk 
 

3rd September 2019 
 
Dear Synod Member,                    
 
It is with great pleasure that I have this early opportunity to invite you to attend the next meeting of the 
Representative Synod of the South East District of the Methodist Church, which is to be held at Redhill 
Methodist Church on Saturday 28th September from 10.30am until 4.30pm. 
 
I am pleased that the Revd Ken Howcroft, who chaired the Marriage and Relationships Task Group, will be 
joining us at Synod. Ken will be introducing to us the report God Whose Love Unites Us, which the Methodist 
Conference received after extensive and prayerful discussion, and which we are now invited to pray, discuss 
and, at then at the Spring Synod formally vote upon. After a presentation on the report itself, we will have the 
opportunity to engage together in more detailed conversations in smaller groups. This will be the main focus 
of the Synod. If you have not yet read the report, I strongly encourage you to do so. The report and support 
material can be found via the Methodist website https://www.methodist.org.uk 
 
As we prepare for Synod I am mindful that our Church will reflect the panoply of views on marriage and 
relationships. For some the report will make painful reading; for others it will bring great joy. Others will be 
somewhere on that continuum. My prayer is that as we come to listen to each other, to pray for one another, 
and to hold the Church in God’s love, that we will engage in our discussions with prayer, care, love and 
respect – mindful always that we gather together in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ – whose love unites 
us and whose Spirit enables us to discern the future together. 
 
It will therefore be my privilege to lead us in a service of Holy Communion at the beginning of Synod, as we 
remember that though we are many, we are one body, because we all share the one loaf. And we rejoice that 
it is Christ’s presence which makes bread and wine a foretaste of the heavenly banquet. 
 
If you are a lay representative and are unable to attend Synod, please send your apologies through your 
Superintendent Minister. Presbyters and Deacons in the active work, under our shared discipline are required 
to attend. If you need to seek a dispensation, please make your request to me in writing via the District Office. 
All supernumeraries, Authorised and Associate Ministers are warmly welcome to attend, but are not required 
to do so. If you are unable to be present you do not need a dispensation. 
 
Wishing you every blessing for our gathering together. 
 
Yours in Christ, 

 
 

 

 
 

 

https://www.methodist.org.uk/about-us/the-methodist-church/marriage-and-relationships-2019/?utm_source=Methodist%20Church%20House&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=10856491_The%20Week%20Ahead%202019%2F2020&dm_i=BVI,6GOX7,9QREUL,PMWRW,1
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Redhill & East Grinstead Circuit 
Methodist Church 

 
           September 2019 

 
Dear Friends, 
 
We often sing together that ‘All are welcome here in this place”, and indeed that is our greeting to you as you 
travel to and join with us for our Autumn Synod.  
 
For those who have travelled with the District for many years, you will know that Redhill Methodist Church is 
a familiar and welcoming building, and the hospitality offered from all the churches around the Circuit is 
genuine and fulsome. 
 
We never take for granted the joy and delight that we have in being able to host many district events, and not 
the least this Synod.  
 
In recent days this building has been used to say farewell to Revd John Hellyer, welcome to Revd Dr David 
Hinchliffe, and now extend the warmest of welcomes to you, whether you have travelled near or far, from a 
Methodist Circuit, or are one of our Ecumenical partners in the Gospel – you are welcome here. 
 
Our prayer as we seek to serve you throughout this day, is that you will find, inspiration, hope and renewal 
as together we seek to discern the will of God, and endeavour to share in the purposes of God. 
  
Yours faithfully, 
 

Melvyn 

 
Revd. Melvyn Cooke 
Superintendent. 
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REDHILL METHODIST CHURCH 
Gloucester Road, Redhill, Surrey RH1 1BP 

e-mail: info@redhillmethodist.org.uk  

 

 

Directions from the M25 Motorway 

 Leave the M25 at Junction 8 and follow signs to A317 Reigate. 

 On leaving the roundabout at Junction 8 keep to the nearside lane and follow the sign to 
Merstham.  This is ‘Gatton Bottom’ 

 Follow this road until you reach the A23 and then turn right 

 Stay on the A23 until the first roundabout and turn right.  This is Gloucester Road, the Church 
and Centre is 200 yards on the left. 

 Gloucester Road public car park is a further 100 yards on the right 

Car parking 

We regret that parking will not be available at the Church. 
There are three car parks very near the church, two being multi-storey, the third being open-air:   

 One is situated behind the Iceland shop, access being from Clarendon Road, into which you 
must turn at the Iceland shop off Queensway, opposite Sainsbury’s.  Because of the one-way 
system, this can only be reached from the South or West from Queensway.   

 The second can be reached from Princess Way, just past the Railway and Bus stations (look for 
the entrance to Sainsbury’s car park, but go up the immediately next ramp). 

 The open-air car park lies just past the main Church entrance, and is on the right off Gloucester 
Road.   

But beware! These fill up early on Saturday mornings! 

mailto:info@redhillmethodist.org.uk
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Car park charges 

Location Up to 3 hours Up to 4 hours Up to 5 hours Up to 10 hours 

Gloucester Road 
(RH1 1FH) 

£2.70 £3.50 £4.00 £6.00 

Marketfield Road 
(RH1 1RH) 

£2.70 N/A N/A N/A 

Clarendon Road 
(RH1 1YB) 

£2.70 £3.50 £4.00 £6.00 

Linfield Corner 
(RH1 1BD) 

£2.60 £3.50 £4.00 £6.00 

 
Chargeable hours 
8am - 6pm 

Rail Travel/Bus Station  

Both stations are at the south end of 'Princess Way'. Follow the road north towards the Memorial 
Park, go straight across the roundabout and the Church is on the left. The railway station is a very 
short walk from the Church. We strongly urge you to come by train if at all possible. 

Access for the disabled 

There is a ramp at the main entrance to the Church in Gloucester Road.  Passengers may be 
‘dropped off’ there before the car is parked and to avoid a detour around the town again it is 

preferable to use the open-air Gloucester Road car park, the entrance to which is a few yards up. 
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East Stairs     West Stairs 
 ← Baby Change    →   Monson 
 ←  Epworth     →   Bletchingley 
 ←  Bletchingley    →   Toilets 
 
Ground Floor Rooms       
←  Vestry   ↑ Church House  →  Office  → Lift 
←  Quiet Room     →  Church Hall →  Toilets 
←  Baby Change     →  The Arches →  West Entrance 
←  East Stairs      →    Aldersgate →  Stairs
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Other notes and information 

 Refreshments (tea, coffee, squash and Danish) will be available from 9.45am. 

 Bring your own packed lunch—drinks will be provided. 

 Soup and a roll will be provided at lunchtime.  

 Synod is an open meeting and people are welcome to come as observers. An 
observer cannot vote, but may speak by permission of the Synod. Please let the 
District Office know the names of any Observers so that name badges can be 
prepared. 

 

Room Locations 

Rooms are shown on the enclosed plan of the Church.  

Registration  

Registration is in the Arches Cafe.  Please collect your name badge and holder and wear it 
throughout your time at Synod. At registration you will also pick up your welcome pack which 
contains additional papers and information that you will need during the day. The ‘Synod 
Mailboxes’ are in the Hall — please make sure that someone from your circuit collects your 
mail during the lunch break. 

Refreshments 

Refreshments will be served in the Arches Café and Bletchingley Room.  

Lunch  

Lunch may be eaten in the any room in the Church.  

Greetings from Synod 

If you have requests for letters of greeting then please complete a purple card that you will 
find in the church. You are asked to remember that the Synod Secretary is human and does 
not know the addresses of people that you wish to send greetings to or the reason for your 
greetings/concerns unless you record it on the form.  

Market Place  

There will not be a market place at this Synod as we will be giving our full attention to the 
Marriage and Relationships discussion.  

Feedback forms 

These purple forms are also in the church. Your feedback is very helpful to the Synod 
Planning Group. 

Assembly Point 

In the event of the fire alarm sounding (a continuous ring) follow directions from the fire 
marshals and assemble on the pavement by the roundabout in front of the offices.  
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REPRESENTATIVE SYNOD 
Saturday 28 September 2019 

Redhill Methodist Church 
 

PROGRAMME  
 

09.30 am Refreshments and Registration 

 

10.30 - 11.20 Welcome 

 Worship and Service of Holy Communion 

 

11.20 – 11.30 Break   

 

11.30 – 12.00  Synod business 

 Housekeeping 

 Appointment of scrutineers 

 Preliminaries—attendance, apologies, dispensations, time-keeping  

 Appointments and elections  

 District Council Business 

  

12.00 – 12.05  Soapbox 

 All We Can  

 

12.05 – 13.00  Theme – God In Love Unites Us – Marriage and Relationships 

 

13.00 – 14.15 Lunch  

 

14.15 – 15.15 Continuing The Theme  

 Breakout groups  

 

15.15 – 16.00 Plenary session 

 

16.00 – 16.30 Results of elections for District Council and Conference 
Representatives 

 Other Synod business 

 Thanks to Church and Circuit 

 Closing Act of Worship 

 

16.30 Drinks and Depart   
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Nominations are invited for FIVE Synod-elected members of the District Council of the South East 
District. The candidates may be Lay or Ordained.  Elected members of the District Council are 
appointed for a term of one year and may be re-elected annually. After four years’ continuous 
service they shall not be eligible for re-appointment before the expiry of one year. The appointment 
takes effect from the close of the Synod at which they are appointed.  
 
The Council has NINE members appointed by the Synod, of which a minimum of TWO should be from 
each of the three Areas in the District and ONE a Deacon.  
 
SO 402(6) says: “Subject to Standing Order 451 the persons who are eligible to be members of district 
committees are those who, if ministers or probationers, are members of, or (in the case of forces 
chaplains and chaplains’ assistants) are entitled to attend the Synod or, if not ministers or 
probationers are members in the District or members of other communions involved in partnership 
schemes within the District which have been approved by the Conference.”   
 
Synod-Elected members from September 2019 are: 
   
 Mr Alan Wood  Eastern Area  
 Rev Chris Blake  Western Area 
  Rev Andrew Reed    Western Area 
  Mr Bart Woodhouse    Eastern Area 
 

 
Name of Person Nominated:  ................   ................................................. ................................. 

    TITLE  CHRISTIAN NAME  SURNAME 
 
Address: .......................................................................................................................................................................................................... 
 
Post code: ......................................................................  Telephone: ......................................................................................... 
 
e-mail:  .......................................................................................................................................................................................................... 

 
Circuit:             ........................................................................................................................................................................................................ 
 
 
Current appointments or offices within the Church (if any) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Supporting Statement from Proposers:  (25 words) 
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Personal Statement (up to 50 words) to indicate what the nominated person believes they could bring 
to the District Council. 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Note: The Supporting Statement and the Personal statement will be presented in writing to the 
Representative Synod meeting on 28 September 2019. 

 

 

Proposed by two Synod Members: 
 
 
1. ................................................................   ......................................................................... 

NAME  (block capitals):   SIGNATURE: 

 
 
2. ................................................................   ......................................................................... 
 NAME (block capitals):   SIGNATURE: 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Completed nomination forms must be returned to the Synod Secretary, Mrs Shelagh Morgan, c/o 
Unit 4B, Basepoint Business Centre, Metcalf Way, Crawley, RH11 7XX or email 
synodsecretary@methodistsoutheast.org to arrive no later than 20 September 2019. 

 

 
Please ensure that the completed nomination form is copied to both of the two proposers and to the 
person nominated 

mailto:synodsecretary@methodistsoutheast.org
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Nominations are invited for representatives from the South East District to attend the Methodist 
Conference of 2020 meeting in Telford: 
 
   Presbyteral Session  25 June – 26 June  
   Representative Session 27 June – 2 July 
 
Synod has the opportunity to nominate 5 ordained and 6 lay representatives to the Methodist 
Conference in 2020.  At least one of the ordained representatives must be a Deacon.   One person 
may be elected for a three year term.   It is expected that ‘the district representatives will meet the 
Chair for consultation shortly before the date of Conference.’  [SO 417(5)] 
 
District Representatives who attended the Methodist Conference of 2019 were: 

Rev Helen Hollands, Rev Miriam  Moul, Rev Bonni-Belle Pickard, Rev Patricia Williams, 
Miss Margaret Bowerman, Mr Steven Goldsack, Mrs Anya Goldsack, Miss Jenny Jackson, 
Mrs Shelagh Morgan, Mr John Troughton  

 
 
Name of Person Nominated:  .......................................................................................................... 
      TITLE    CHRISTIAN NAME   SURNAME 

 
Address: ....................................................................................................................................... 
 
Post code: ......................................................... Telephone: ................................................ 
 
e-mail:  ....................................................................................................................................... 
 
Circuit: ....................................................................................................................................... 
 
 
Current appointments or offices within the Church (if any) 
 
 
 
 
Age group on 2 July 2020 (circle one): 
 
   Under 26 26 – 44 45 – 64 65 and over   
 
Ethnic origin (circle one): 

  White  Black-African  Black-Caribbean  Black-other 

   Indian  Pakistani  Bangladeshi  Chinese 

   Other (please specify)     

 
Year most recently attended Conference: ................................................................... 
 
Supporting Statement from Proposers:  (25 words) 
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Personal Statement (up to 50 words, to indicate what the nominated person hopes to achieve 
through his/ her attendance at Conference): 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I wish to be nominated for up to three years    Yes/No 
 
I wish to be nominated for 2020 only   Yes/No 
 
Note: The Supporting Statement and the Personal statement will be presented in writing to the 
Representative Synod meeting on 28 September 2019. 
 
 
Proposed by two Synod Members: 
 
1. ................................................................   ......................................................................... 

NAME  (block capitals):   SIGNATURE: 

 
 
2. ................................................................   ......................................................................... 
 NAME (block capitals):   SIGNATURE: 

 

 
Completed nomination forms must be returned to the Synod Secretary, Mrs Shelagh Morgan, 
c/o Unit 4B, Basepoint Business Centre, Metcalf Way, Crawley, RH11 7XX or email 
synodsecretary@methodistsoutheast.org to arrive no later than 20 September 2019 

 
Please note: 
 
Please ensure that the completed nomination form is copied to both of the two proposers and to the person nominated. 
 

1. Nominations will not be accepted on the day of Synod unless the number of nominations received is less than 
the required number of representatives. 

 
2. The requirements of the Methodist Church's Safeguarding policy and SO 010 apply to District representatives 

to Conference - ie that 'no person who has been convicted of or has received a simple or conditional caution 
from the police concerning sexual offences against children shall be appointed to any office, post or 
responsibility or engaged under any contract to which this sub clause applies.'   
 

3. SO 417 (2)    In electing such representatives members of the Synod shall have regard for the composition of 
the membership of the District as a whole with regard to age, sex and ethnic origin. 

(2A)    All nominations made under clause 2 above shall be signed by at least two members of the Synod and 
shall include: 

i. a proposer or seconder from the circuit in which the nominee is stationed or a member; 
ii. current appointments within the Church if any; 
iii. age at the date fixed for the opening of the Representative Session of the Conference in one 

of the following groups: under 25; 25-44; 45-64;   65 and over; 
iv. ethnic origin 

v. up to 25 words of relevant additional information and shall be made available to all members 
of the Synod then present before a ballot takes place. 

mailto:synodsecretary@methodistsoutheast.org

